Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 10th March 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Pearse McGeough, Mary Kavanagh, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone.
Apologies:
Councillor Padraig McKenny, Finnan McCoy


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager





Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Brian Walsh, County Curator
-------------------------------

MINUTE 21/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 10th February 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Malone, seconded by Cllr. Farrelly.
Matters Arising

Cllr. Hatrick sought an update on minute 20/10, Pump.
MINUTE 22/10
Irish Walled Town Network
Deferred due to current work to rule.  
For the duration of the Public Service work to rule, monthly meetings will be held on the 2nd Wednesday of each monthly commencing at 3.30pm on the proposal of Cllr. McGeough, seconded by Cllr. Malone.
MINUTE 23/10
Ardee Castle
B. Walsh presented an overhead on the opening of Ardee Castle as a Museum.  He outlined the vision, the development, the market, the stakeholders, the project team and the projected timeline of the project.
All members complimented B. Walsh on his presentation.  In reply to Cllr Malone, B. Walsh asked members to supply him with a list of artefacts to be sought for display in the Museum.  In reply to Cllr. Kavanagh, B Walsh advised that funding was being sought from Louth County Council’s Capital Budget.
B. Walsh informed Cllr. Minogue that the Project Team would identify issues/problems, identify solutions and present this information to the Architect/Engineer.  B. Walsh clarified that the coffee shop would be utilised. 
In response to Cllr. Tenanty, B. Walsh told members that a Caretaker and opening hours are currently been looked at and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis.

Cllr. Malone was nominated to represent Ardee Town Council on the Project Team on the proposal of Cllr. Kavanagh, seconded by Cllr. Tenanty.  
MINUTE 24/10

Over Expenditure 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malone over expenditure from 2008 was approved, seconded by Cllr. Hatrick.
MINUTE 25/10 

Town Twinning Proposal
Cllr Tenanty highlighted the cultural, sporting and educational benefits of the proposed twinning arrangement.  He also highlighted that Citta di Nettuno is a walled town.  
The invitation to visit Citta di Nettuno was accepted with members travelling at their own expense. It was agreed the following members will represent Ardee Town Council from 6th May to 10th May in  Citta di Nettuno 
Cllr Tenanty, Cllr Farrelly, Cllr McKenny, Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 26/10 

Town Improvement Fund
Cllr Malone proposed any excess funds available be put towards the opening of Ardee Castle as a Museum, seconded by Cllr McGeough.
In response to Cllr Minogue, Cllr Tenanty suggested it was possible that a donation towards the Turfman’s Festival could be made subject to a written request from the Festival Committee.
MINUTE 27/10

SPC Chairman’s Report

The Housing SPC Chairman’s Reports presented was noted.  In response to Cllr McGeough, Joe McGuinness clarified how the SPC seats are allocated and confirmed that all SPC Reports will be presented to Ardee Town Council
MINUTE 28/10

Notice of Motion
8.1 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that this Council seek the assistance and help of the Councils Engineers to ensure that road repairs are prioritised and that all monies necessary for such repairs should be taken out of other non urgent works budgets” 
The reply was noted.  Cllr Farrelly asked that potholes in Bridge St. be looked at immediately.  
8.2 From Cllr. Hatrick

“that this Council seek to have motor taxation extended to the Ardee Area Council Office in order to facilitate the Mid-Louth Community in obtaining motor tax for their vehicle. (in the UK you can get car tax at any Post Office)”
The reply was noted
8.3 From Cllr. Minogue
“I propose that this Town Council and other Local Authorities request that the Ministers of Justice & Trade should ban with immediate effect so called Head Shops from operating around the Country.”
This motion was seconded by Cllr Hatrick and it was clarified that both the Minister of Justice and the Minister of Trade would be contacted.
8.4 From Cllr. Minogue

“I propose that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister for Health & Children in support of women who are lobbying for an independent external inquiry about symphysiotomy.”
This motion was seconded by Cllr. McGeough.
8.5 From Cllr. Kavanagh
“that a V&W standard recycling facility will be provided in the town where 95% of household waste can be separated and recycled in a modern, efficient and clean centre.”
A reply from Des Foley, Director of Service, LCC was read to members.  Cllr Kavanagh agreed to put together a proposal and bring it back to members.
MINUTE 29/10

Notice of Question
9.1 From Cllr Minogue
 “Would Ardee Town Council meet with Business people of Williams St. regarding the recent flooding?”

Cllr Tenanty advised the Ardee Town Council would be willing to meet a representative form the Ardee Traders and Business Association.

9.2 From Cllr Minogue

“Riverside Walk especially after weekends is left in a terrible state and very dangerous with broken glass and cans.  Who is responsible for this area?”
Cllr Tenanty advised that this area is owned by Ardee Town Council and suggested that staff clean the area on a Monday.  Cllr Malone suggested that organised entertainment may relieve the problem.  Cllr McGeough suggested this is an issue to be brought to the next JPC meeting.

9.3 From Cllr Minogue
“the Fruit Shop at Distillery Lane has a footpath not fit for wheelchair access.  Who is responsible for this footpath.”

Joe McGuinness agreed to raise the matter with the Planning Department and the Area Engineer. 
Minute 30/10
Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Tullamore Town Council – Members supported
· Tipperary Town Council – Members supported
MINUTE 31/10

Correspondence

IPA – 
It was agreed that the following members would attend this conference:
Cllr Minogue, Cllr Kavanagh, Cllr Farrelly
Nuclear Free Local Authorities Secretariat – Noted
LCC, Brendan McSherry – Noted, Mairead Duffy highlighted the funding condition referred to in this correspondence.

Border Regional Authority - Noted
MINUTE 32/10
AOB
St Patrick’s Day Parade – Cllr Malone extended a invitation to all members to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Trees – Cllr Minogue highlighted complaints she had received about the cutting of trees in Castle St.  Cllr Malone advised that the trees were cut in response to complaints that these trees were causing an obstruction.  
Cllr Farrelly asked if trees at Bridge St could be trimmed.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
